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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

1



What is diversion?
Diversion is a program available to Juveniles (16 and under) who committed an non-traffic 
offense after January 1, 2025. 

“Diversion” is an intervention strategy that redirects a child from formal criminal prosecution and 
holds the child accountable for their actions. 

If eligible, a child may enter diversion after parent and child gives written consent to the court

An agreement is given to the child and parent of conditions and requirements that the Judge will 
require to be complete by a deadline

The Charge may not be filed (or dismissed if filed) if the child is eligible and accepts /completes 
the terms
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Eligibility Requirement for diversion
Child must not have had diversion in the past 365 days

Child must have never had an unsuccessful diversion

Child must be 16 or under at the time of offense 

The offense must be a non-traffic offense committed after the date of January 1, 2025 

Child and Parent give must written consent the court, with the knowledge that diversion is 
optional
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How do I request diversion? 
Child and Parent must appear in person in court to request diversion.

An agreement is made for the child to complete actions by a time determined by the Judge (not 
to exceed 180 days)

There is a $50.00 administrative fee for diversion. This may be waived by filing a Statement of 
Inability to Afford if the applicant is indigent.
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Potential Terms of diversion
The agreement may require the child to participate in a program, whether it be teen court, 
school related, drug education, rehab, or self improvement. The requirements could also include 
a child participating in a work and jobs skills training, being counseled, or being involved with 
community-based services (or any program, at the court’s discretion).

A Child and/or Parent may be ordered to pay restitution for certain offenses (must be on separate 
order), not to exceed $100, perform up to 20 hours of community service, or any other 
reasonable action determined by the court. 
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What if the child has Mental 
Illness/Intellectual Disability?
There are times that mental illness/intellectual disability plays a role in a child’s conduct. 

Notify the court at the time of appearing if any of the following apply:

Questions to Answer:

Do you receive any services at school?

Do you have an IEP or BIP?

Do you receive any support at you school I should know about? 

Does the support affect your education?

Do you go to an ARD meeting? 
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What if the child is homeschooled?
Diversion strategies may not require a home-schooled student to attend an elementary school 
or use an educational curriculum other than the one selected by the parent.
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What happens after you successfully 
complete diversion?
If the defendant (child and/or parent) complies with the order, the case is dismissed.

If the defendant (child and/or parent) does not comply, a hearing will be required for the case. 
The court will determine at the hearing if the diversion was successful

Upon a successful diversion, all records will be expunged without the requirement of a motion or 
request, on the child’s 18th birthday 
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